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The Plaintiff and Defense Attorney's Guide to Understanding Economic Damages is an informative

yet compact book pertaining to the use of economic damage testimony in trial or mediation. This

book will be valuable part of your library if you are an attorney involved in a personal injury or death

case and need to understand the practical issues involved with retaining economic expert witnesses

and use of economic testimony in your upcoming trial or mediation. It is also valuable to you if you

are a damages expert and wish to understand the legal perspective of your work. This book brings

you a wealth of information on many different and important topics on understanding economic

damages and using them to your benefit whether or not you are the plaintiff or defense attorney. It

covers estimation of wage and salary loss, fringe benefit loss, household services loss, estimating

losses for adults and children, and understanding and retaining economic damage experts. It also

covers the roles of life care planners and vocational/rehabilitation experts and their roles in helping

to determine economic damages. It also includes special cases and issues such as punitive

damages, F.E.L.A. cases involving injured railroaders, international issues , gender, age, ethnic

background, and more It teaches you how to achieve a successful result in both mediation and trial

situations, with thorough coverage of perspectives of both plaintiff and defense attorneys. It also

discusses structured settlements and their advantages and disadvantages. The accompanying

CD-ROM includes additional resources including Internet sources of additional information,

definitions of technical terminology, direct and cross-examination questions and answers, case

studies, links to internet damage calculation sites, and more.
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Michael L. Brookshire, Ph.D. is a Professor of Economics at the Marshall University Graduate

College in Charleston, West Virginia, and the President of Michael L. Brookshire and Associates.

His doctorate in economics is from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and much of his early

career was spent as an executive officer of the University of Tennessee and the University of

Cincinnati. Dr. Brookshire has authored two books and over thirty-five refereed articles and book

chapters on the proper calculation of economic damages. He has worked for plaintiff and defense

attorneys in such notable cases as the Arrow Air (Gander, Newfoundland) and Lockerbie (Scotland)

airplane crash cases and suchclass action cases as the Fen-Phen, Bendectin, E. I. du Pont C-8,

and Tobacco Smoker cases. Dr. Brookshire was a charter member of the National Association of

Forensic Economics (NAFE) and served on the Board of Directors from 1990-2001. He served as

the fifth president of the Association in 1993 1994 and as the second, executive director of the

Association from 1999 2001. He received in 1999 the past presidents award for outstanding service

to the Association.Frank Slesnick, Ph.D. received his B.A. from Oberlin College and Ph.D. in

Economics from the University of Minnesota. He taught at Denison University in Granville, Ohio, and

for thirty years at Bellarmine University in Louisville, Kentucky. In addition to his full-time duties as a

professor of economics, he has served as a forensic economic consultant for twenty-five years in

the area of personal injury/death cases with a specific focus on medical cost issues. Dr. Slesnick

has published widely in the field of forensic economics and currently serves as an Associate Editor

of the Journal of Forensic Economics. In 1991 92, he served as the fourth President of the National

Association of Forensic Economics. He retired from teaching in 2005 but maintains an active

consulting practice.John O. Ward, Ph.D. is Professor Emeritus of Economics at the University of

Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) and President of John Ward Economics, a litigation consulting firm

located in Prairie Village, Kansas. Dr. Ward has a B.A. and M.A. in Economics from the University of

Toledo and a Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma, granted in 1970. Dr. Ward was a professor of

economics at UMKC from 1969 to 2003, serving as Department Chair for fourteen years and

Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences for eight years. He continues to teach Human

Resource Economics and Law and Economics for graduate students. His publications include five

edited or authored books, fifty-three papers published in refereed journals, publications in law

journals and reviews and numerous presentations at national and international academic and

professional meetings. Dr. Ward was the first President of the National Association of Forensic

Economics and the founding editor of the Journal of Forensic Economics. He served as editor of

that journal until 2004, when he became editor emeritus. Dr.Ward has served as a consultant for the



Department of Labor, the Department of Defense, the governments of Brazil and Mexico and

numerous non-profit organizations, including the American Epilepsy Association and the Families of

September 11th Association. Dr. Ward s consulting firm, John Ward Economics, employs eight

economists and staff. The firm provides economic litigation support in commercial litigation,

employment law, anti-trust and personal injury and death litigation throughout the United States.

Sometimes people just need to feel special. For some, seeing their names in print gives them a

sense of satisfaction. I hope Mr. Brookshire feels good. I didn't gain much useful knowledge from

this book, but I'm sure the author's sense of satisfaction should assuage my disappointment.
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